


Rabbit hopped around the meadow, showing off 
his speed. Turtle watched quietly,  moving at his 
own slow pace. "You're so slow, Turtle," laughed 
Rabbit, zooming past. "Maybe so," smiled Turtle, 
"but I challenge you to a race."





The animals gathered to hear about the unusual 
challenge. "From here to the big oak tree," explained 
Turtle calmly. Rabbit couldn't stop giggling at the 
thought. "I'll win easily," he boasted confidently.





The  morning  of  the  race  arrived  with  perfect 
weather. All the forest animals lined the path to 
watch. Rabbit stretched his long legs, ready to sprint. 
Turtle simply nodded, determined and focused.





"Ready, set, GO!" shouted Fox, waving a leaf. Rabbit 
shot forward like lightning, leaving Turtle behind. 
Turtle began moving steadily, one step at a time. 
"See you at the finish line!" Rabbit called back.





Rabbit ran so far ahead he couldn't even see Turtle 
anymore.  "I  have  plenty  of  time  for  a  rest,"  he 
thought. He found a soft patch of clover in the sun. 
"Just a quick nap," Rabbit yawned, closing his eyes.





Turtle never stopped moving forward on the path. 
Step by step, he made steady progress. The sun 
climbed high in the sky as he walked. Not once did 
he consider taking a break.





Rabbit woke with a start, realizing he'd slept longer 
than planned. He looked around, panicking about 
the time. "I better hurry," he gasped, jumping to his 
feet. But he couldn't see Turtle anywhere ahead or 
behind.





Rabbit sprinted as fast as his legs could carry him. 
He rounded the final bend, expecting to win easily. 
To his shock, Turtle was already crossing the finish 
line. The forest animals cheered loudly for Turtle's 
victory.





Rabbit's ears drooped low as he approached Turtle. 
"I'm sorry I made fun of you," he said sincerely. "I 
was too confident and didn't take you seriously. You 
deserved to win."





Turtle smiled kindly at Rabbit's apology. "Slow and 
steady wins the race," he said gently. They shook 
paws, becoming true friends. Sometimes the fastest 
way isn't always the best way.
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